GRANDEUR AND TROUBLES OF EXILE
element, one of several. The only Liberalism that is spiritually
destructive is that which becomes a substitute for religion, and the
only one that is economically destructive is that which is not
ready to recognize the limits of its efficacy, limits set externally
by the limited resources of a still undeveloped technicali-
zation and inwardly by the individual responsibility for the
community.
Another omission has reference to Parliamentarism. Is it
obsolete as the political instrument of democracy? Quite the
contrary. The more the scale of the universal crisis reveals itself,
the more urgent becomes the task of strengthening the function of
Parliament, for which there is no substitute. Through all possible
changes in the external and internal form of the community, the
parliamentary Constitution will remain the form of expression
of democracy which can claim universal validity. It is the
form of permanent compromise, which will become more
necessary than ever if the centralist States should attain a looser,
plural form.
The conception of tradition and of the historic continuum has
been set here as the central point of regeneration. This has been
done in the conviction that the most radical revolution in all
history cannot be overcome by a yet more radical one, but only by
a resumption of the productive and permanent elements of our
civilization, unless it is desired to emerge entirely from our
civilization into one of a new type. Those who desire that are
indeed listening to other voices. They are Utopians. For a new
civilization cannot be created at will; it must grow. It cannot be
anticipated or planned.
To this Western tradition belong both Liberalism and Socialism.
This cannot be too often insisted on, for Socialism has been made
the show-piece of every revolution of the last century and a half.
It is, moreover, no new thing. As a European and Western
tradition it reaches down to the deepest roots of our civilization.
"To the end that there be no poor among you," said Moses
himself (Deuteronomy xv, 4). It has never ceased to be one of the
strongest elements in Western society. Is there any need, in order
to give this Western tradition a stronger and more vital form, for a
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